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construction, and unembarrassed by any obligation
to the Senate as the price of their creation."

The President asserted that, as a matter of fact,
no official papers on file in the departments had
been withheld. " While it is by no means conceded
that the Senate has the right in any case to review
the act of the Executive in removing or suspending
a public officer, upon official documents or other-
wise, it is considered that documents and papers
of that nature should, because they are official, be
freely transmitted to the Senate upon its demand,
trusting the use of the same, for proper and legiti-
mate purposes, to the good faith of that body; and
though no such paper or document has been es-
pecially demanded in any of the numerous requests
and demands made upon the departments, yet as
often as they were found in the public offices they
have been furnished in answer to such applica-
tions." The point made by the President, with
sharp emphasis, was that there was nothing in his
action which could be construed as a refusal of
access to official records; what he did refuse to
acknowledge was the right of the Senate to inquire
into his motives and to exact from him a disclosure
of the facts, circumstances, and sources of infor-
mation that prompted his action. The materials